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reasonable, but, if their husbands seriously in-
formed them hoy/ things stood with them, and
that they could not support their way of living,
would not willingly come   into  measures  to
prevent their own destruction.
III.  That of consequence, while the tradesman
put his wife on retrenching of her expenses, he at
the same time resolved to lessen his own; for cer-
tainly, the keeping of horses and high company, is
every way as great and expensive, and as necessary
to be abated, as any of the family extravagances, let
them be which they will, when a man's circumstances
require it.

All this relates to the duty of a tradesman, in
preventing his family expenses being ruinous to his
business; but the true method to prevent all this,
and never to let it come so far, is still, as I said be-
fore, not to marry too soon; not to marry till, by a
frugal, industrious management of his trade in the
beginning, he has laid a foundation for maintaining
a wife and bringing up a family, and has made an
essay by which he knows what he can, and cannot do;
and also before he has laid up and increased his
stock, that he may riot cripple his fortune at first,
and be ruined before he knows where he is.